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Hi all 

We seemed to have 

started with quite a 

mild 2016 so far so 

let's get out and en-

joy the countryside 

and catch up with 

these friendships 

Further with my 

meeting at Heelis in 

December and at the 

new Wisley Regional 

Hub in January with 

Helen & Jon we are 

in the process of re 

positioning all the 

exciting NT Volun-

teer groups based 

around England & 

Wales on the NT 

Website where we 

can all be found easi-

ly by new recruits 

wanting to join a 

NTV group who 

may have also just 

completed a NT 

Working Holiday 

and are keen to carry 

on volunteering 

Unfortunately at pre-

sent these volunteer 

groups like ours un-

able to be found easi-

ly with in the main 

NT Website so hope-

fully this will be 

achieved before East-

er this year 

Helen and I attended 

a Day task at Oster-

ley in February 

where we had in the 

past been working 

with Ed the gardener 

but on this occasion  

we were also teamed 

up with the new Ed 

the Ranger so this 

enable us to be in-

volved with a larger 

project outside the 

garden area. With 

Osterley Park being 

near a London Tube 

Station we had a few 

new recruits joining 

us for the day, which 

was very encourag-

ing. 

Please can you all 

remember the best 

way of encouraging 

any new members to 

any group is by 

WORD of MOUTH 

so if we ALL just en-

courage one new 

member to join 

LWMNTV in 2016 it 

would make a huge 

difference to our 

group that we all 

love, enjoyed and 

made wonderful 

friends or even life 

partners 

So go on show the 

chairman we all care 

and can achieve this 

request 

Look forward to 

catching up with you 

all in 2016 and cele-

brating our success 

together 

 

Regards Andy 
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“If we all encourage 

one new member to 

join LWMNTV in 

2016 it would make a 

huge difference to our 

group” 



 
in the art room or 

relax in a deckchair 

on the lawns enjoy-

ing the views of 

Grasmere and the 

fells beyond.  

In the gardens work 

is underway to un-

earth Wordsworth’s 

garden and restore 

previously hidden 

features.  

We’ll be working in 

the grounds to help 

contribute to the on-

going work at this 

fascinating property.  

We’ll be staying at 

High Wray Bunk-

house, near Amble-

side. It is in a beauti-

ful location in the 

Southern Lakes, 

with walks directly 

from the bunkhouse 

up into the fells. It’s 

also in reach of lots 

of interesting places 

or challenging walks 

for a day off.  

Come and spend a 

week in the Lake 

District this August. 

We’ll be working at 

Allan Bank in Gras-

mere, described as 

“The loveliest spot 

that man hath ever 

found”. Allan Bank 

is an elegant Geor-

gian Villa and has 

been the home of 

Wordsworth and of 

one of the founders 

of the National 

Trust, Canon Hard-

wicke Rawnsley.  

In 2011 the house 

was devastated by 

fire and an ambi-

tious restoration 

project has been un-

derway since.  It is 

now open to the 

public with a re-

laxed atmosphere. 

Visitors are able to 

help themselves to 

tea and coffee, relax 

with the papers, let 

loose their creativity 

Lifts will be availa-

ble from public 

transport at the start 

and end of the week, 

although please 

check with the lead-

er before booking 

any specific trains to 

make sure that a lift 

can be provided to 

meet your needs. If 

you are arriving 

during the week or 

leaving early you 

may need to make 

your own way to the 

bunkhouse.  

Come for the whole 

week if you can, at 

£35 this is a bargain, 

and a good chance 

to have a summer 

week away in a real-

ly beautiful place 

without breaking 

the bank.  
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Allan Bank viewed from Grasmere.  

“The loveliest 

spot that man 

hath ever 

found”.  

Special week long event booking now!  

Saturday 13th- Saturday 20th August. Lake District Week. 

Leader: Naomi Markham. Cost: £35. Event no: 984 

 



It’s been a busy start 

to the year for the 

group with visits to 

properties from Cal-

ke Abbey to Cote-

hele and many more 

in between.  

Already over 700 

volunteer hours 

have been worked 

this year, and new 

volunteers have 

joined us on several 

tasks.  

This quarter has seen 

London and West 

Middlesex Volun-

teers working with 

the National Trust 

on the following pro-

jects: 

Coppicing in the 

Surrey Hills while 

enjoying a weekend 

at Henman Bunk-

house and the all im-

portant AGM.  

Two trips to Osterley 

Park for day tasks, 

with new volunteers 

attending on each 

occasion, and some 

old faces also joining 

us, who hadn’t been 

out and about for a 

while, which was 

great to see. At Os-

terley laurel was re-

moved and chipped 

and coppiced wood 

was processed and 

stacked ready for use 

in the garden on our 

first visit, while on 

the second visit 

clearing and burning 

bramble was the task 

for the day.  

In February a week-

end was spent at 

Hunter Bunkhouse, 

working on Hind-

head Commons. We 

were clearing gorse 

which had taken 

over the area, to 

open up a clearing. 

The bonfire was so 

big that it brought a 

local resident run-

ning from across the 

Commons to see 

what we were up too

- to find himself 

greeted with a 

friendly welcome 

and presented with 

information on how 

to join us in the fu-

ture.  

We’ve been to Toy’s 

Hill for a day task, 

clearing trees that 

were regrowth fol-

lowing the 1987 Hur-

ricane, to reopen a 

view in the area and 

regenerate heather 

growth in the area. 

The weather stayed 

fine for us, although 

windy and two big 

fires burnt through 

the wood we cleared 

and lots of previous-

ly cleared wood too. 

This was another 

event where a new 

volunteer joined us, 

great to see new peo-

ple coming out!  

A March weekend at 

Calke Abbey coin-

cided with water be-

ing switched off in 

that area due to ad-

ditional chlorine 

having been added 

to the local water 

supply, the group 

that weekend coped 

with this by retiring 

to a local hostelry for 

Highlights from January to April 2016 
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“Already over 

700 volunteer 

hours have 

been worked 

this year” 

Step building on Box 

Hill 

Bonfire on Toy’s Hill 



 

of glass which prob-

ably came for the 

window. Meanwhile 

in the garden a fire 

was blazing, while 

Easter eggs were en-

joyed over the week-

end.  

In April a weekend 

was spent at Hen-

man, with the work 

being step building 

and repair on the 

slopes of Toy’s Hill. 

On a rather wet Sat-

urday rotten steps 

were removed and 

new ones built, with 

the highlight of the 

Saturday for one 

team being the find-

ing of a slow worm 

hiding behind one 

step that was being 

removed. Fortunate-

ly Dave G noticed 

before any harm 

came to the creature 

and they were 

placed in the under-

growth in a safe 

spot.  

Did you know that 

Box Hill is so called 

because of the native 

Box woodland on its 

slopes, which is one 

beer instead of water 

for the Friday night 

before water was re-

stored on Saturday. 

It was beautiful, 

sunny weekend and 

volunteers enjoyed 

cutting and stacking 

branches and wood 

from felled trees and 

coppiced hazel. 

They also fixed some 

hazel to create new 

growth. And anoth-

er new volunteer 

came along for this 

weekend too… com-

plete with a guitar!  

Easter Weekend saw 

a small group of vol-

unteers staying at 

Cotehele in Corn-

wall, enjoying the 

beautiful surround-

ings and carrying 

out a variety of tasks 

in the house and 

gardens, including 

sorting through rub-

ble that had been 

deposited in a void 

behind a bricked in 

window, to see if 

there was anything 

of interest of that 

was worth keeping. 

The main finds were 

broken small panes 

of the reasons for its 

SSSI status? I had an 

a-ha moment when 

the ranger we were 

working with men-

tioned this fact, as I 

hadn’t really 

thought before 

about how the name 

came about!  
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Clearing and burning on Toy’s Hill.  



January to April in Pictures 

Easter at  

Cotehele 



Step building 

at Box Hill 



January to April in Pictures 

Day Tasks at Osterley 



A weekend at Hunter 

 

Calke Abbey 



Upcoming Events April to July 2016  
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Friday 29th April to Monday 2nd May.  Bank Holiday weekend at  

Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire.  

Leader: Piers Plumridge, Cost: £15 Event number: 975 

 

Planned work: Cutting back and burning rhododendron on Apollo Bank. It’s steep but beautiful! 

Also work behind the office area during similar. A couple of volunteers may also work in Church 

View reopening the view.  

Friday 6th- Sunday 8th May. Weekend at Hunter, Haslemere, Surrey.  

Leaders: Naomi Markham and Nat Elston, Cost: £10. Event number: 976 

 

Planned work: Working on Black Down. Exact work is unknown but at previous weekends 

working on Black Down we have cleared gorse, birch and other scrub to improve the heath-

land. There’s also normally sightings of the beautiful belted Galloway cattle that help to man-

age the heathland. If the overnight weather is not going to be too cold or wet there may be the 

opportunity for some small mammal trapping around the basecamp to see what animals are 

living there.  

Saturday 21st May. Day Task at Runnymede, Surrey.  

Leader: Aaron Southgate. Cost: Free of charge, don’t forget your packed 

lunch! Event number: 977 

 

Planned work:  Unknown at present. Previous work at Runnymede has been varied and has in-

cluded clearing vegetation to open up a path, ragwort pulling, putting up bird boxes, building a 

kissing gate, fence building amongst other tasks. Last time we were there we worked close to 

the amazing Ankerwycke Yew, over a 1000 years old and still growing strong.  

Friday 27th- Monday 30th May. Bank Holiday Weekend at Brecon, Powys.  

Leaders: Jon Buggins; Andy Whiteley; Kate Leng. Cost: £15. Event number: 

978 
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Planned work: The task at Brecon is normally clearing drainage channels or path building up 

on the hills. This is in a stunning location, and Helen, our task organiser and planner, has 

booked good weather for this year, although it is recommended that you still bring a full set of 

waterproofs just in case!  

Friday 10th- Saturday 12th June.  

Weekend at Henman, near Dorking, Surrey.  

Leader: Fiona Lander Cost: £10.  Event number: 979 

 

Planned work:  Unknown at present. However, the team in the Surrey Hills always come up 

with a good task for us to do. Previous tasks here have included coppicing, step building, scrub 

bashing, wild camp building, installing benches and other many and varied tasks. It’s a beauti-

ful place to spend a summer weekend with the chance to walk to the top of Leith Hill or to near-

by waterfalls in the evenings.  

Saturday 18th June. Day task at Osterley Park, Greater London.  

Leader: Aaron Southgate. Cost: Free of charge, don’t forget your packed 

lunch! Event number: 980 

 

Planned work:  Fence painting in the parkland. Osterley is a lovely place to work, a slice of 

countryside just a few minutes walk from the Piccadilly Line.  

Sunday 26th June. Day Task at Box Hill, Surrey.  

Leader: Aaron Southgate. Cost: Free of charge, don’t forget your packed 

lunch! Event number: 981 

 

Planned work: Unknown at present. The last couple of tasks at Box Hill have involved step 

building and scrub clearance. We’ve also been treated to seeing wildlife with a friendly slow 

worm on the last task.  

Friday 8th- Sunday 10th July.  Weekend at Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire.  

Leader: To be confirmed. Cost: £10. Event number: 982 

 

Planned work: Unknown, however, there is always an interesting task in this beautiful land-

scape gardens to keep us occupied.  



Upcoming Events April to July 2016  
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Sunday 24th July. Day Task at Hatchlands, near Guildford, Surrey.  

Leader: Fiona Lander Cost: Free of charge, don’t forget your packed lunch!

Event number: 983 

 

Planned work: Unknown. Last year when we visited we were clearing vegetation from an old 

quarry that used to be part of the formal garden, and was being cleared to be included in the gar-

dens once more. It is a beautiful garden and at lunch time we ate ice creams on the lawn. Volun-

teers were also treated to a tour of the house.  

Friday 29th- Sunday 31st July. Weekend at Dunstable Downs, Bedford-

shire.  

Leaders: To be confirmed. Cost: £10. Event number: 985 

 

Planned work: Car parking at Dunstable Downs Kite Festival. Enjoy a fantastic atmosphere at 

this international kite festival as professional kite teams put on show stopping displays. A great 

way to spend a weekend, or come for the day if you are local.  



look after their plac-

es in the next few 

months. The more 

people we have out 

and about the more 

help we can give 

and the more fun the 

tasks are for every-

one.  

Please let me know 

your comments 

about the newsletter 

and if you have any 

pictures from events 

or little anecdotes, 

I hope you like the 

changes that have 

been made to the 

newsletter and that 

it encourages you to 

come and join us on 

a task soon.  

There are lots of 

great opportunities 

to get out in the 

fresh air, meet new 

and old friends, 

spend time in beau-

tiful places and help 

the National Trust to 

I’d be pleased to re-

ceive them. Deadline 

for the next issue is 

the 22nd June. 

Please send them to 

lwmntvpublici-

ty@gmail.com  

Many thanks, 

Naomi  

Note from the Editor.  

To book on to a task email info@lwmntv.org.uk or download a booking form 

from the website and post it to the address on the form. Payment can be made 

via cheque or bank transfer.  

New members and milestone hours  

Welcome to Tony Rees, who has joined the group 

this quarter.  

 

Congratulations to Helen Wingate on completing 

a massive 1000 hours volunteering with the group 

and to Frank Fitzgerald, who has completed 100 

hours volunteering. Your National Trust Gift 

Cards will be on their way to you.  

Booking Information 

Find us online: 

www.lwmntv.org.

uk 

 

On Facebook 

  

On Twitter 

@lwmntv  

 

And on Meetup  

http://www.lwmntv.org.uk
http://www.lwmntv.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/29962084967/
http://www.meetup.com/London-National-Trust-Volunteers/

